The King of Thailand Birthplace Foundation (KTBF)

15 Given Drive 


Phone: (781) 938-1967
Email: ktbf@thailink.com

Burlington, Massachusetts 01803-4761 Fax: (781) 932-3825   http://www.thailink.com/ktbf/

The King of Thailand Birthplace Foundation (KTBF) Cultural Exchange Program

Number of Participant: 10-15

Duration: One month during October to November, and two or three months during March to May. 

Activity:

October:

1. Attend the Burlington Public Schools System.

2. Perform Thai Classical Music and Arts at designated places.

3. Perform Traditional Loy Kratong Festival.

4. Foliage Tour and Study; observe trees and leaves, Apple and Pumpkin Picking.

5. Study and Tour American History; Plymouth Rock, May Flower, Thanksgiving in Plymouth,  Keep Our Liberty and American Revolution at Minute Man National Park in Lexington and North Bridge in Concord.

6. Thanksgiving Tradition hands-on cooking and dinner

7. Halloween Experience; Pumpkin carving, Trick or Treat

8. Study and Tour Thai history, The King of Thailand Birthplace

9. Boston Duck Tour and history

10. Boston Museum of Science

11. Boston Symphony Orchestra 

12. Bowling

13. Attend one of American Sport/games such as Baseball or Hockey 

14. Eat out varieties of food at fast food and sit-down restaurants. This is a lesson to learn how to calculate American currency, how to place orders and how to behave at dinner in public restaurant.

15. Learn Critical Thinking and Reading Skills, teamwork, effective communication, self-confident lessons from KTBF classes.

March/April:

1. Attend the Burlington Public Schools System.

2. Easter Egg Hunt and Easter Tradition

3. Perform Thai Classical Music and Arts at designated places.

4. Spring Season Study and Tour; observe the development of weather, flowers and leaves.

5. Boston Marathon

6. Songkran New Year Festival

7. Study and Tour American History; Plymouth Rock, May Flower, Thanksgiving in Plymouth,  Keep Our Liberty and American Revolution at Minute Man National Park in Lexington and North Bridge in Concord.

8. Thanksgiving Tradition hands-on cooking and dinner

9. Sledding, Ski trips and sightseeing at the mountain; Students who want to ski will pay ski lesson, ski rental and slop tickets on his/her own.  Ski jackets and clothes will be provided. The cost is about $100 +.

10. Study and Tour Thai history, The King of Thailand Birthplace

11. Boston Duck Tour and history

12. Boston Museum of Science

13. Boston Symphony Orchestra or Boston Pops 

14. Bowling 

15. Attend one of American Sport/game such as Baseball or Hockey 

16. Eat out varieties of food at fast food and sit-down restaurants. This is a lesson to learn how to calculate American currency, how to place orders and how to behave at dinner in public restaurant.

17. Learn Critical Thinking and Reading Skills, teamwork, effective communication, self-confident lessons from KTBF classes.

Qualification and Requirement:

1. Students are studying in the elementary level, finishing grade 4 and entering grade 5 at least or middle school or high school including one year or less for posted high school graduates.  Returning students may apply, but the acceptance will be considered based on past evaluation and special condition and requirement for each individual.

2. Student and parent must be willing to follow the program policies and adjust themselves to new environment.

3. Must be able to perform at least one of Thai arts, games, music or dance before the program starts.  The students may be accepted into the program without those skills with condition, but the student must acquire one of those talents before entering the U.S otherwise students will not be allowed to enter the program.

4.  Ability to communicate in English at least “Tell me about yourself”.

5. Written purpose statement (essay) in English; Why do I want to join the KTBF Cultural Exchange program? What do I expect to give and take from this program?

6. Submit two letters of recommendation from teachers.  These letters must be signed and sent to KTBF representative or KTBF directly.

Policy:

1. Communication via telephone between student and parent or friend must not be more than once a week unless there is a reasonable cause.  This means either a student calls home or the parent calls the student.  We want to make sure that students concentrate on their projects.  The calls must be made in late afternoon or evening of the US time only.  The calls in the morning caused problem. It takes away time for students to get ready for school bus and also wakes up the other people in the house.  The parent and student must also communicate with relatives and friends to help enforce this policy.

2. Parent must be responsible for giving guideline to their children for behavior, ethic and manner.

3. The transcript, health record and guardian forms must be submitted to KTBF in the US or KTBF Thailand office after notification of acceptance to the program and must not be later than one month before the program starts.  By Massachusetts Law, student cannot attend school without health record with required immunization.  Massachusetts Immunization requirements will be provided. 

4. The gifts for teacher, guidance and friends are optional, but recommended.  If you will do, select the small pieces with quality that show some aspect of Thai.  You will need about 10 pieces.  If you are in grade 5, you may need more about 15-20 pieces because the children and teachers in elementary school always have very close relationship with our students.

5. The documents or application without signature are not accepted.

6. Student must bring his/her own arts and musical instruments and /or tape cassette for songs if it is needed.  There is no need to bring the items that are available at KTBF.

7. Dress codes: The parent must provide “appropriate” outfits for students for performance, special occasion and school.  

Performance: 

Dance: - The outfit for specific dance (for dancer). If song is needed, bring the song too.

Music:  


Girl – Thai Traditional dress with leather shoes

Boy - The group must agree to choose the “same” from one of the following options:

· Shirt – White Ratchapatan

Pants – Joong Kraben

Shoes – Leather

· Shirt – Silk Praratchathan

Pants – Dress (not teenager style pants)

Shoes – Leather


Special Occasion:



Thanksgiving, Symphony and the Pops:



Girl – Semi Formal Dress with leather shoes



Boy – Suit and Tie with leather shoes


Halloween:



Halloween costume, and candy bag.

School:

· Girl – Casual Pants and tee shirt or sweatshirt or blouse or dress or skirt with sneakers or comfortable shoes.  Recommend sneakers.

· Boy – Casual Pants and tee shirt or sweatshirt with sneakers.

· Every one must have a Fall or Spring Jacket which may consider for Winter Jackets (heavy) for Thai student.

· The students are required to buy one if they arrive in Boston without the required clothes otherwise they will not allow to participate in the activities.

Acceptance Criteria:
1. There is no need to be “academic excellent” student, but require characteristics according to the program requirements.

2. Ability or willingness to learn to perform Thai arts or music or dance.

3. Two recommendations from teachers.

4. Interview result: independent, self confident, teamwork, willing to adjust to new environment and cooperation from parents.

Evaluation Process and Criteria during the Program:

1. Each student will earn 15 points when the program starts.

2. The point will be deducted based on the mistake of not following the policy, rule and regulation of the program.  For examples, using the bathroom, missing assignment, telephone calls, privacy, behavior, manner at all meals, in public, in the program session such as teamwork, meeting, performing, …etc.

3. The students in October program, who do not wear the Halloween costume or dress up Halloween tradition, will not be deducted any point, but they will not be allowed to participate in the Halloween event.  This will apply to other events that require dress code.

4. When the five points are deducted, the KTBF program leader will sit down with that student, give the guideline to help the student to improve and inform parents.  This will be done again when ten points' deduction is reached.  When fifteen points deduction is reached, the consultation with parent will be done and decision must be made whether the parent could help students to improve or the student should be terminated from the program and then return home.

What to bring:

1. Thai musical equipment if you will select to play or show in the U.S.

2. Thai costume based on your cultural show.

3. Art materials if you select to be an artist.

4. Traditional Thai dress.  Dress pants or Joong Kraben for boys. Absolutely no fashion pants.

5. Heavy clothes for outside wear.

6. Light Winter Jacket

7. Casual Fall/Spring school dresses, pants or dresses and pajama.

8. Special occasion outfit. - Suite and tie for boys and Dress for girls with leather shoes.

9. A pair of sneakers

10. A few pairs of thick sock

11. A pair of gloves or mitts

12.  Comb

13. Personal cosmetic

14. Scarf

15. Hat, if you like to protect cold weather.

16. Prescription medicine, if there is any.

17. Tooth brush

18. Bathing suite

19. Notebook

20. Pens, pencils, ruler and markers

21. School bag 

22. A copy of transcript in English

23. A copy of your medical record

24. Dictionary –English - Thai 

25. Dictionary English – English

26. Thesaurus (if you have one)

27. Signed Guardianship form from the parent if you are under 18 years old.

What not to bring, unless you prefer any specific brand.

1. Towel

2. Powder

3. Moisturizer

4. Soap

5. Detergent

6. Sheet

7. Blanket

8. Slippers

9. Toothpaste

10. Shampoo

11. Camera (If you bring it, you must follow the rule when and where to use it.)

12. Radio or CD player

13. Food

